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Meeting of the  
Economic Development Committee 

May 16, 2016 
6:30 pm 

 
Members Present 
Denton Burnell (CC) 
Ellen Foulke 
Carrie Hawkins Charlton 
Mark Ladley (CC) 
Steve Malagari (arrived at 7:07 pm) 
Bruce Schwartz 
Richard Strahm 
Jason Van Dame 
 
Absent 
Ray Liberto 
 
Also Present 
Jake Ziegler, Borough Manager 
John Ernst, Assistant Borough Manager 
Kevin Dunigan 
Jeff Wertz 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes 
Mr. Strahm made a motion to approve the meeting minutes from the April 18 meeting; Mr. Burnell 
seconded the motion.  The Committee voted 7:0 to approve.  
 
COMMITTEE BUSINESS ITEMS 
 
April New Businesses 
Mr. Ernst announced that the Borough welcomed five businesses: 

 Cake Designs by Patty—Main Street  

 Branch Banking & Trust Company—Broad Street (Nation Penn Bank rename) 

 La Personalization Boutique—Main Street 

 Boost Mobile—Walnut Street 

 UTI Integrated Logistics—Cannon Avenue 
 
Chairman Van Dame asked if we have gotten any notice of businesses that leave town and Mr. 
Ernst replied that typically we only find out that a business has left when a new person/group 
comes into the space.   
 
Business of the Month 
Mr. Schwartz shared that May’s recipient will be The Archive located at 725 West Second Street.  
The former warehouse is now home to over 50,000 catalogued books, newspapers and 
magazines and is a must see for anyone who is passionate about the written word.   
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In order to engage the citizens of Lansdale, residents will now be able to suggest businesses that 
are deserving of the Business of the Month award.  Suggestions will be added to the list available 
to Committee members in Dropbox. 
 
Discussion also took place on criteria for BOM selections.  Thoughts shared included adding some 
parameters so selections do not seem arbitrary, empowerment of EDC members to make 
decisions on deserving businesses; long-term vs. short-term benefits to town; number of 
businesses taken directly out of contention based on tenure; feeling of animosity from businesses 
that are not recognized.   
 
Committee Goals 
The Committee continued to talk about how they can help to facilitate the renasance of Lansdale 
as many of the groups focused on revitalization are represented on the EDC.   
 
Ms. Foulke shared items in her files related to the EDC and expressed the acronym “LET’S GO” as 
a way for everyone to give a consistent message when talking about Lansdale; L=location, 
E=economy of town, T=transportation availability, S=support of local organizations, G=growth 
potential, O=opportunity.   
 
Mr. Burnell shared that the EDC and various community groups have been doing a lot of 
discussion and now it is time to take action.  Acting as the facilitator, the EDC needs to start 
reaching out to the groups and getting a group together to take action and make things happen.  
We will start looking at dates for possible meetings and get the process started.   
 
BOROUGH EVENTS / DISCOVER LANSDALE EVENTS       
 
Memorial Day Parade & Ceremony (May 30) 
Mr. Ladley asked if we send out releases inviting news media and tourism boards to Lansdale for 
coverage of this event and other events in town.  Ms. Flynn will reach out to Jay Daveler, 
organizer of the parade and ceremony, about sending out information. 
 
First Friday (June 3) 
Mr. Strahm shared that even though May’s First Friday was cancelled, he was happy to report that 
there were still people in town celebrating indoors.  June’s event will feature Where’s Pete, Jeff 
Lohan and the zipline will be back in town.   
 
Under the Lights Car Show (June 18) 
Ms. Hawkins Charlton let the committee know that applications went out and last year’s 
participants will all be welcomed back.  Ms. Hawkins Charlton will also reach out to Fairmount Fire 
Company event organizers about drawing news coverage to another summer event.   
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COMMUNICATION COMMISISON UPDATE 
 
Civics 101 
Ms. Hawkins Charlton told the committee that the first two sessions of Civics 101 are completed 
and residents have learned about local government and the police.  The third and final workshop 
will take place May 17 and will feature Magisterial District Judge Ed Lavine. 
 
Video Recording Update 
We have met with Hatfield Township and will meet with Montgomery Township to see their 
systems and how they process video.  We’ve also met with a local videographer and are awaiting 
quotes from three vendors on hardware, installation and training.   
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Location Magazine 
Mr. Strahm shared a magazine that he received from Mr. Kevin Dunigan.  The magazine features 
Shadyside, Pa, a town outside of Pittsburg, and gives ideas on what the community is doing for 
revitalization and town engagement.  There is contact information in the book that may be worth 
the EDC reaching out to see what their process was as well as what was successful.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Mr. Wertz shared that he has been in Shadyside and that they have a fully handicapped accessible 
playground that is excellent.   
 
 
*The next Economic Development Committee meeting will be held on Monday, June 20, 2016* 


