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August 3, 2016 
 

The Work Session of Lansdale Borough Council was held on Wednesday, August 
3, 2016 at Lansdale Municipal Complex, One Vine Street, Lansdale, PA and called 
to order at 9:22 pm by Council President Denton Burnell. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
(X) Councilman Angelichio  
(X) President Burnell 
(X) Councilwoman Hawkins Charlton 
(X) Councilman DiGregorio  
(X) Vice President Fuller  
(X) Councilman Hansen  
(X) Councilman Malagari  
(X) Councilman Van Dame 
(X) Councilman Work  
(X) Mayor Szekely  
 
Borough Representatives: 
Borough Manager, Jake Ziegler  Borough Solicitor, not present 
Asst. Finance Director, Brian McGowan Borough Engineer, not present 
Asst. Borough Manager, John Ernst  Lieutenant, Alex Kromdyk 
Parks & Rec. Director, Carl Saldutti  Library Director, Tom Meyer 
Electric Superintendent, Andy Krauss IT/GIS Coordinator, Ross Becker 
Public Works, Rick DeLong   Cust. Svc/Records Mgr., Pat Chapman 
WWTP Superintendent, Dan Shinskie  
 
Residents 
None 
 
President Burnell – Please remember Donna Devlin, a former crossing guard and 
mother of Sgt. Ryan Devlin, who passed away last week from cancer.  Also, Dan 
Shinskie’s mother-in-law passed away.  Please keep both families in your thoughts 
and prayers. 
 
An Executive Session was held earlier this evening for a real estate matter related 
to 311 W. Main Street and for a personnel matter related to an interim Finance 
Director. There will be no action this evening.  
 
Agenda Item #5 – Committee Reports 
Administration and Finance Committee – Councilman Van Dame 

1. The committee reviewed the financial reports for the month and all is going 
well to date. 

2. Motions to appear before Council at the next business meeting: 

 Resolution for Berkheimer regarding confidential contact between 
the Borough and Berkheimer. 

 Ordinance and intergovernmental agreement with the Wissahickon 
Valley Watershed and other local municipalities for an alternative 
TMDL plan.  The Borough will be responsible to pay about $6,200 
per year for the next four years.  The William Penn Foundation will 
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has donated $1.2 million to help assist with the cost of the draft plan 
as well. 

3. Discussed capital items.  The Police Department will be purchasing a new 
vehicle, a 2016 Ford Explorer.  Bids were received for audio/visual 
equipment for Council Chambers to record Council meetings.  The Borough 
did receive a grant from Comcast in 2011 for $29,400.  The committee still 
has more questions and they will discuss again at the next committee 
meeting.  

4. Ed Furman from Maille Associates attended the committee meeting and 
presented the 2015 CAFR report.  The Borough is in a good net position 
with 72 million dollars worth of assets and funds.  The Borough is funded at 
77% pension funds so we will need to keep an eye on that, but are still in a 
good position.  He reviewed all the accounts of the Borough. Infrastructure 
needs will require oversight and address throughout the Borough.  

5. ICMATV has a Small City Program that they asked the Borough to 
participate in.  They would film and produce a video to show at their 
conference in September and then we would have that footage for our own 
promotional purposes; this project comes at a cost of $17,500 to the 
Borough.   The committee passed on this for this year.  

6. The committee discussed the interim Finance Director who will start soon 
and remain until a permanent Finance Director is hired.  

7. There was some public comment.  Someone suggested that the police cars 
are exposed to the bad weather and should have a carport over their 
parking area.  Also someone suggested that the amusement restrictions be 
reviewed again and review electric charges again.  

 
President Burnell – Even though we can’t do the video this year we should 
look to do this in the future.  
 
Vice President Fuller – She is disappointed about not moving forward with the 
video.  It would have been a great opportunity for the Borough especially since 
so many people would have been in Lansdale on Founders Day, the proposed 
day to shoot the video.  The longer we wait to do something like this the more 
expensive it will be.  
 
Councilman Van Dame – He liked the product but did not feel that it would 
really promote our town and felt the sample videos were geared toward 
attracting Managers. 

 
Code Enforcement Committee – Councilman Angelichio 

1. Motion to appear before Council at the next business meeting: 

 Preliminary and final subdivision for 200 Hatfield Street.  This will be 
two (2) two (2) unit duplexes. 

2. This month’s Code discussion centered on permits for curbs and sidewalks 
as well as the guidelines and what is included when you need to have them 
redone.  

3. Statistics--there has been a drop in citations and door hangers and there 
has been an increase in building permits.  

4. The department and committee are still reviewing stacked parking and adult 
day care ordinances for the Borough. 
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5. The August Zoning Hearing Board meeting for August has been cancelled.  
Two items were approved at the July ZHB meeting.  1.) 509 Delaware 
Avenue residential parking, 2.) 333 S. Valley Forge Rd. a three car garage.  
They also received an appeal for the CVEMS sign for Lansdale United 
Methodist Church. 
 
Councilwoman Hawkins Charlton – It was brought to her attention that 
there are issues with RV’s being parked on residential streets.  This is a 
safety concern for motorists and pedestrians. 

 
Communication Commission – Councilwoman Hawkins Charlton 

1. The Commission discussed audio/video camera bids and contracts for 
Council Chambers. 

2. Civics 101 classes will be available again in September.  This time they will 
visit District Court for that part of the course. 

 
Economic Development Committee – Councilman Van Dame 

1. Discussed the new businesses in the Borough.  He does not have the list 
with him tonight. 

2. July’s Business of the Month was Stove and Tap.  The Committee continues 
to discuss parameters for business of the month. 

3. A renaissance committee is being created to bring together various 
established groups in the Borough to come and work together for the 
betterment of Lansdale. 
 
Councilman DiGregorio – he recommends The Cannoneers Club for 
business of the month.   

 
Electric Committee – Councilman DiGregorio 

1. Mr. Krauss and Mr. Ziegler attended a meeting with PP&L regarding their 
plans for line renewals.  Two 69,000 volt lines going into Lansdale will be 
replaced by PP&L.  PP&L will do one line at a time so the Borough will not 
lose any service. 

2. The GIS Department created a map that shows where electric infrastructure 
is located as well as the aging of each item.   

3. Motion to appear before Council at the next business meeting: 

 Payment for the Lion Switchgear for the main substation in the 
amount of $91,800. 

4. The line crew finished installing electric for the third building in the Andale 
Green development. 

5. The department’s new Safety Coordinator has started and is doing well.  He 
can also assist on the line crew when needed. 

6. Will begin discussion on the 2017 budget. 
 

Library Committee – Vice President Fuller 
1. The Library Board of Trustees will have a Board meeting on September 7, 

2016.  The committee will be requesting the Board to approve a change in 
banks from BB&T (formerly National Penn Bank) to QNB.  QNB does not 
charge extra fees and can provide a check reader for the library. 

2. The EITC status was signed by Ms. Fuller and is now completed.  This is 
the fourth year the library will be in the program.  
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3. The North Penn YMCA wants to do a community partnership program.  
They are not sure what they can do as a partnership with the Y and the 
committee will continue to discuss. 

4. They have already reached 99% of their goal for fundraising for the year to 
date.  This includes grant money that they received. 

5. The committee is investigating whether to purchase a new movie screen, 
paint the wall to use as a screen or purchase a smart board if they can 
afford it. 

6. Upcoming events hosted by the library are: 

 Beer Garden during Founders Day on Green Street 

 Oktoberfest on October 15.  Red Cedar Grille will provide the food 
again this year.  Cannonneers Club was asked, but they have a 
scheduling conflict. 

7. The Clean and Green event raised about $1,300 and after all expenses 
were paid the library netted $283. 

8. Mr. Meyer is working with Partnership TMA on their bike share program.  
Details are being finalized. 

9. The next meeting will be Tuesday, September 6th since the 5th is Labor Day.  
 

Parks and Recreation Committee – Vice President Fuller  
1. Bridge Community Church would like to have an event in Wedgewood Park 

1:30-5:00pm on August 12th called Mission Lansdale.  The committee 
approved this event. 

2. Two tennis courts in Memorial Park will be painted to include pickle ball 
courts.  Both tennis and pickle ball can be played on the same court.  

3. The Lansdale swim team is over for the season.   
4. The Craig Thatcher Band was rescheduled to play on August 3rd in White’s 

Road Park. 
5. Fall programs are now set and you can view them online. 
6. Railroad Plaza lunchtime concert series bands are booked.  They will begin 

in September. 
7. The department is getting ready for the Festival of the Arts on Saturday, 

August 27 starting at 10:00am. 
8. Founders Day events (August 27) 

 10:00am opening ceremony.  Tours of the Police Department run 
11:00am to 4:00pm and Borough Hall will be open from 11:00am to 
4:00pm.  Additional historical items will be displayed in Borough Hall 
as well. 

 Farmers’ Market from 9:00am to 1:00pm in Hillcrest Shopping 
Center. 

 The fire department’s water battle is from 12:00 to 1:00pm. 

 Both pools are open and free to all that day. 

 The PennSuburban Health Expo is from 12:30 to 3:30pm on 
Susquehanna Avenue. 

 From 3:00 to 7:00pm on Green Street there will be children’s 
activities, food trucks and the Library’s Beer Garden.   

 Fireworks at 9:00pm at Penndale Middle School. 

 Tyco and Wisler Pearlstine are the major sponsors for the event.  
Other sponsors are Signarama, JL Freed, Next Gen Energy,  QNB, 
Minuteman Press, Pennoni Associates, Walton Oil 
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Abington/Jefferson Health Hospital, Moyer Indoor Outdoor, Green 
Street Luxuries, Richard Strahm-Remax, Cannoneers, Rental World, 
Law Firm of Sean Kilkenny and Remington, Vernick & Beach. 

9. The committee is beginning to discuss the 2017 Budget. 
10. Skate Park – Fourth Street Park will be the site of the skate park.  Mr. 

Saldutti and the committee will hold a community meeting for residents and 
skaters in September. 

11. The department is moving forward on bids for grandstand renovation at 
Weaver Field. 

12. Public comment  

 A resident asked why the tennis court lights at night are on when no 
one is using them. 

13. There was a small grease fire at the concession stand at the 4th Street Pool.  
No one was hurt and there was minimal damage to the building.  

14. Mayor Szekely brought up potential ways to use the amphitheater at White’s 
Road Park more.  Perhaps a two-day music fest. 

 
Public Safety Committee – Councilman Work 

1. A handicap parking request came in for 491 Franklin Street.  The resident 
needs to provide further information for the committee to make a decision. 

2. A yield to oncoming traffic has been added to Lakeview Drive.  The Police 
Department may add a second sign. 

3. The pedestrian crossing at Line Street and E. 4th Street will be looked at to 
update the pedestrian crossing signs and possibly add additional safety 
features for pedestrians. 

4. Many years ago “No Parking From 7:00am to 7:00pm” signs were added to 
the 400 block of W. 6th St. near a factory so employees did not park on the 
street in front of resident’s homes.  Now that factory has less employees, 
parking is not an issue and the residents asked for the signs to be taken 
down.  

5. Motion to appear before Council at the next business meeting: 

 Authorize Cruise Night and the closure of Madison Street from Main 
Street to N. Wood St on September 17th from 5:00pm to 10:00pm 
with the rain date as September 24th.  An update will be given on 
how the cars will be moved out onto Main Street.  

6. Manna on Main Street will hold their annual Crop Walk fundraiser on 
October 9th from 1:00 to 4:00pm on the sidewalks on Main Street.  

 
Councilman DiGregorio – Can we get a report about the fire at Clemens 
Uniform? 
 
Mr. Ziegler – The cause is still under investigation and we don’t know how long 
it will take to be completed. 

 
Public Works Committee – Councilman Malagari 

1. Perkiomen Avenue – punchlist items are being completed and paving will 
start next week. 

2. Motion to appear before Council at the next business meeting: 

 Bid award for the 2016 Utility and Road project for Crestview Rd, 
Derstine Avenue sewer main and force main project.  The bid winner 
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is SJM Construction in the amount of $1,021,210.  NPWA is paying a 
portion of this project. 

3. NPWA pipe lining on Main Street was completed on July 18th.  
4. Patch paving project – Mr. DeLong and PK Moyer will be meeting to create 

the paving list. 
5. The snow plowing bid will be advertised in September. 
6. The committee discussed how it is determined on what road projects get 

done.  GIS will show the committee at the next meeting a pavement 
management update. 

7. A Merck representative took a tour of the White’s Road Pump Station in 
order for the Borough to receive its reimbursement from Merck.  

8. The committee discussed the Wissahickon Creek Watershed alternative 
TMDL plan.  

9. Began discussing the 2017 budget. 
10. NPWA wants to replace and enlarge their water main on Cannon Avenue 

near 5th Street.  RVB is looking at the Borough’s infrastructure. 
 
Councilman DiGregorio – Are the grates for the storm inlets scheduled to 
be cleaned out of leaves and debris? 
 
Mr. Ziegler – Public Works is always cleaning the storm inlets and the street 
sweeper helps to keep them clear of debris as well. 
 
Councilman Malagari – Residents can help as well by cleaning up in and 
around inlets on their streets. 

 
Agenda Item #6 – Announcements 
Vice President Fuller – This year’s Lifetime Achievement Award recipient is 
Margie Booz by an unanimous vote of the committee.  Margie has been nominated 
every year since the inception of this award and this year she will be honored. 
 
Agenda Item #7 – Public Comment 
None   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:25pm  


