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October 5, 2016 
 

The Work Session of Lansdale Borough Council was held on Wednesday, October 
5, 2016 at Lansdale Municipal Complex, One Vine Street, Lansdale, PA and called 
to order at 9:10 pm by Council President Denton Burnell. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
(   ) Councilman Angelichio – absent personal reason 
(X) President Burnell 
(X) Councilwoman Hawkins Charlton 
(X) Councilman DiGregorio  
(X) Vice President Fuller  
(X) Councilman Hansen  
(X) Councilman Malagari  
(X) Councilman Van Dame 
(X) Councilman Work  
(  ) Mayor Szekely – absent personal reason 
 
Borough Representatives: 
Borough Manager, Jake Ziegler  Borough Solicitor, not present 
Asst. Finance Director, absent  Borough Engineer, not present 
Asst. Borough Manager, John Ernst  Police Chief, Bob McDyre 
Parks & Rec. Director, Carl Saldutti  Library Director, Tom Meyer 
Electric Superintendent, Andy Krauss IT/GIS Coordinator, Bryan Poster 
Public Works, absent    Cust. Svc/Records Mgr., Pat Chapman 
WWTP Superintendent, Dan Shinskie  
 
Residents 
None 
 
Agenda Item #5 – Committee Reports 
Administration and Finance Committee – Councilman Van Dame 

1. Reviewed the 2016 budget and everything is tracking normally. 
2. 2017 Budget – Working draft #2 was distributed today to Council for review.  
3. We are requesting that all non-profit organizations the Borough supports 

financially present a report before Council and the public.  We will see 
reports from the Historical Society, Discover Lansdale, Fairmount Fire 
Company and the Library (who currently give a report) in the next couple of 
months.  

4. Last month Mayor Szekely brought up the Borough giving a one-time 
donation of $150,000 to the North Penn Commons project.  Who benefits 
from this donation?  How do we justify spending money that benefits those 
outside the Borough?  Were questions that came up about this donation.  
The committee and Council should continue to discuss.  

5. Single trash hauler – the first draft of bid specifications should be done in 
the next week or so.  Council and staff will be given a copy to review and 
then we can move forward with the next step.  

6. 311 W. Main Street – Settlement should take place in December, but the 
buyer has the option to purchase extensions at $10,000 per extension until 
they can make settlement.  
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Code Enforcement Committee – Councilman Hansen 

1. Spoke again about a responsible landlord/nuisance ordinance.  If there are 
three police reports for one given address then the landlord would evict the 
tenant.  Domestic violence police calls do not count against the victim of the 
residence.  The committee will continue to discuss; we have to make sure 
this is done right.  Some municipalities did not take the appropriate amount 
of time and research which caused many problems for them.   

2. Discussed an ordinance regarding medical marijuana dispensaries.  We are 
trying to get ahead of inquiries of opening a dispensary.  
 
Mr. Ernst – The State will have 25 grower licenses and 50 dispensary 
licenses for the entire State. 
 
President Burnell – Is this a permitted use in any of our current 
ordinances? 
 
Mr. Ernst – It is considered a retail use to due money transactions of a 
product.  

 
3. Permit applications decreased last month. 
4. Discussed the 2017 budget and more money was added for additional 

training.  
5. Planning Commission update – At the last PC meeting the 3rd & Walnut 

Apartment project was discussed.  It would be a 141-unit complex.  This 
was just an update and there are still a lot of processes that the developer 
would have to go through.  The also discussed 32 E. Blaine Street 
apartments which would be six first floor units and two second floor units.   

6. Discussed the possibility of instituting a new ordinance that 
curb/sidewalk/house number inspections would be required before a house 
could be sold.  They could possibly include sewer lateral inspections as well.  

7. Motion to appear before Council at the next business meeting: 

 Preliminary & final land development approval for Penn Square on 
Cannon Avenue. 

 
Vice President Fuller – Why would domestic violence cases be included in  
a nuisance ordinance? 
 
Mr. Ernst – Due to the sensitive nature of domestic violence calls. 
 
Chief McDyre – Victims of crimes would not be included in the ordinance.  There 
was a case in Norristown where a victim of domestic violence was evicted after she 
was released from the hospital.  Due to this, there was legal recourse against 
Norristown.   
 
Communication Commission – Councilwoman Hawkins Charlton 

1. The next meeting will be October 11th at 7:00pm. 
 
Economic Development Committee – Councilman Van Dame 

1. New businesses in September were Envision Wealth Advisors, LLC and 
Timeless Styles. 
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2. Discussed that the plaque that is given to Business of the Month recipients 
does not show enough that it is from Lansdale.  Changes should be made to 
correct that.  

3. Discussed how to make the EDC more effective in town.  They will have a 
budget for 2017. 

4. Grant options were presented to the committee and as a group they will look 
at the grant options.  

 
Electric Committee – Councilman DiGregorio 

1. Motions to appear before Council at the next business meeting: 

 Bid award for a 145,000-volt circuit breaker to PEPCO; 34,500-volt 
circuit breaker and 34,500-volt regulators to GENERY.  All items to 
total $159,797.  These bids came in below budgeted figures. 

 Motion for Utility Engineers recommendation of the AMP solar power 
program. 

 Motion to approve a financing lease agreement with Johnson 
Controls for the DVRPC LED Streetlight program.   

2. A traffic signal agreement for Squirrel Lane and Main Street needs to be re-
signed.  This was approved a few years ago but neither Towamencin, 
Hatfield nor Lansdale have a fully executed copy. 

3. Crews rented rear yard machine to do pole work at various locations.  They 
hope to be able to purchase their own rear yard machine next year.  

4. The Electric Department and Customer Service Department will be 
streamlining their shut off notification process which will make the process 
easier and cost effective for all parties.   

Councilman Van Dame – What is the lease agreement? 
 
Mr. Krauss – It means that Johnson Controls will hold an escrow account with the 
funds for the project and will draw down from the escrow account. 
 
President Burnell – What does a rear yard machine cost?  It is not on the Capital 
List. 
 
Mr. Krauss – It is probably listed as a new truck in 2017. 

 
Library Committee – Vice President Fuller 

1. 2016 Budget – there is a decline in paid memberships.  This could be due to 
the new library in North Wales.  

2. Discussed changing the by-laws to change the officer’s terms to every two 
years instead of annually; they would coincide with Council’s reorganization 
meetings.  

3. Oktoberfest is on October 15.  This year a Firkin 5K run will happen before 
the festivities and is a fundraiser for PennSuburban Chamber and the 
Variety Club.   

4. Trivia Night will be November 12 starting at 6:30pm.  A location will be 
determined soon.  

5. A fundraiser yard sale will take place at the Library on Saturday October 
22nd starting at 8:00am.  The cost is $10 per space, $20 if a table needs to 
be provided.  

6. Thank you to Councilman Angelichio and Haley Oil.  They donated the new 
movie screen in the community room.   
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7. The library’s policy manual was discussed and needs to be updated.  They 
will continue to discuss.  
 

Parks and Recreation Committee – Vice President Fuller  
1. Registrations are still being taken for art classes at the Parks & Rec. 

department.  
2. Staff is planning and preparing for the upcoming holiday events. 
3. First Friday on October 7th will feature the Chili Cook Off contest.  The 

Zombie Walk will take place at First Friday on November4th.  
4. Department and parks maintenance activities are underway. 
5. Discussed the 2017 budget. 
6. Discussed the Liberty Bell Trail and a buffer between the trail and the 

railroad tracks.  
7. A public meeting will be held on October 27th in Council Chambers regarding 

the Skate Park and its proposed location in 4th Street Park.  
8. Groups of Penndale Middle School students will be volunteering and 

working in the parks on October 21st.  
9. Pennsylvania Council of the Arts is issuing a grant to the Parks & 

Recreation Department for $2,225 to be used toward the White’s Road 
Concert Series in the park.  

10. Staff met in Railroad Plaza regarding the pergulas.  They are in really bad 
shape and need to be fixed or replaced.  

11. A request was received about putting a memorial plaque on a park bench.  
The committee will discuss and come up with a policy when someone 
requests donating a memorial plaque or planting a tree in memory of a loved 
one.  

12. Zach Klein worked on earning his community service badge in their meeting 
by suggesting ways to mitigate silt runoff in some of our creek areas,  
perhaps with the help of some schools and scouts in the area.   
 

Public Safety Committee – Councilman Work 
1. Motions to appear before Council at the next business meeting: 

 Ordinance for no parking on one side of N. Mitchell Avenue between 
Main and Mill Streets.   

 Prepare and advertise for a Special Events Ordinance.  This 
ordinance would outline guidelines, permits and fees, if applicable, 
for events held in the Borough.  A copy of a draft ordinance will be 
sent to all of Council to review soon.  

 Approval of the 66th Annual Mardi Gras parade on Saturday, 
November 19 at 1:00pm.  

2. Discussed commercial vehicle parking on Borough streets.  There have 
been complaints of RV’s parked on the streets causing safety issues when 
trying to see around them.  The committee discussed the definition of a 
commercial vehicle, how would violators be notified, what hours a 
commercial vehicle could legally be parked on a street, what would 
exceptions be for certain vehicles?  Discussions will continue at future 
meetings. 

3. The committee denied a handicapped parking space request at 1032 Poplar 
Street.  There is efficient off street parking.  

4. The Farmers’ Market asked for an extension of their season until mid-
December.  
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Public Works Committee – Councilman Malagari 

1. SJM will start construction on Crestview Road mid/end October.  
Sidewalk/curb replacements by residents need to be completed by June 30, 
2017.   

2. Patch paving – PK Moyer would like to get the process started this month to 
create a list of where the paving will take place.  

3. Knapp Road bridge – Wayfinding signs will be used to steer people to cross 
the bridge in the park, particularly for school students.  The total cost for the 
signs is $215. 

4. On the 2017 Capital Items list, the PW department has two vehicles they 
need to replace.  One is a 6-wheel dump truck for $160,000 and the other is 
a bucket truck for $100,000. 

5. WWTP will conduct their annual inspection at Merck in November. 
6. PW staff received quotes for purchasing equipment for crews to do paving 

themselves instead of bidding the work out and to purchase a milling 
machine, a paving machine, a roller and a triaxle truck will cost 
approximately $1.4 million.  The next step is to see what it would cost to rent 
the needed equipment for our crews to do paving projects.  

7. The committee discussed the need for sewer line bore to go under SEPTA 
tracks.  

8. Anne Scheuring mentioned that there are 80 more banners that need to be 
hung and there is a sense of urgency to get them up. 

Councilman DiGregorio – Will the signs at the Knapp Bridge be a temporary fix? 
 
Councilman Malagari – This is a first good step and we need to reach out to the 
school as well to make sure they are directing children to cross at the bridge in the 
park and not on the street.  The signs will also help guide other people where to 
cross.  
 
Agenda Item #6 – Announcements 
Vice President Fuller – On November 14 Discover Lansdale will have the Freight 
House building open for the public to go in and see it.  They will follow that with a 
presentation in Council Chambers with preliminary ideas for the building.  They 
want public suggestions and discussions about uses for the building.  The Freight 
House will be open from 6:30-7:00pm with the presentation starting at 7:00pm. 
 
Councilwoman Hawkins Charlton – Last night was the final Civics 101 class and 
was held at District Court.  The Fairmount Fire Company’s Open House is 
Thursday, October 13th from 7:00-9:00pm.  The Philly Phanatic will make an 
appearance from 7:30-8:30.  
 
Agenda Item #7 – Public Comment 
 None 
 
President Burnell – An Executive Session will be held after this meeting related to 
potential litigation regarding a retired employee.  There will not be action this 
evening.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:07pm  


