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November 2, 2016 
 

The Work Session of Lansdale Borough Council was held on Wednesday, 
November 2, 2016 at Lansdale Municipal Complex, One Vine Street, Lansdale, PA 
and called to order at 9:25 pm by Council President Denton Burnell. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
(X) Councilman Angelichio  
(X) President Burnell 
(X) Councilwoman Hawkins Charlton 
(X) Councilman DiGregorio  
(X) Vice President Fuller  
(  ) Councilman Hansen - sick 
(  ) Councilman Malagari - vacation 
(X) Councilman Van Dame 
(X) Councilman Work  
(X) Mayor Szekely  
 
Borough Representatives: 
Borough Manager, Jake Ziegler  Borough Solicitor, not present 
Asst. Finance Director, Brian McGowan Borough Engineer, not present 
Asst. Borough Manager, John Ernst  Police Chief, Bob McDyre 
Parks & Rec. Director, Carl Saldutti  Library Director, Tom Meyer 
Electric Superintendent, Andy Krauss IT/GIS Coordinator, Bryan Poster 
Public Works, absent    Cust. Svc/Records Mgr., Pat Chapman 
WWTP Superintendent, Dan Shinskie  
 
Residents 
Harold Schoonover – 341 E. Sixth Street 
 
Agenda Item #5 – Committee Reports 
Administration and Finance Committee – Councilman Van Dame 

1. Motions to appear before Council at the next business meeting: 

 Resolution to approve the sale of Borough owned equipment on 
Municibid. 

 Lease agreement with Montgomery County regarding 421 W. Main 
Street.  The County currently leases the building and they would like 
to lease all three floors in addition to the old District Justice 
office/courtroom.  The lease will be for ten years with a a five year 
continued lease option.  The Borough generates revenue from this 
lease. 

 Donation to North Penn Commons in the amount of $75,000 would 
come from the proceeds of the sale of 311 W. Main Street building.  
Residents at the committee did express their concerns in donating a 
large sum of money while there is a budget deficit. 

2. The 2016 budget is in good shape. 
3. Reviewed working draft #4 for the 2017 Budget and there is a $374,000 

deficit in the General Fund that we need to close in order to balance the 
2017 budget.  The Admin & Finance Committee will work with staff on 
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closing this gap as much as possible.  The Preliminary 2017 Budget 
presentation will be in two weeks. 

4. The first draft for single hauler bid specifications is completed and staff is 
currently reviewing them.  Council will receive a copy in a few weeks for 
review. 
 
Councilman DiGregorio – The 421 W. Main Street lease, does the County 
pay their utility bills or are those bills part of the lease? 
 
Councilman Van Dame – The lease is similar to the one they have now.  It 
needed to be updated because they want to expand the areas they use.  
They pay rent and the Borough pays most of the utilities and maintenance, 
with the exception of their electric.   
 
Councilwoman Hawkins Charlton – Could the proceeds of the sale of 311 
W. Main Street go to close the budget gap? 
 
President Burnell – We can’t solely close the gap for this year, we need to 
look at the years following 2017.  We  will always have this deficit if we do 
not close it.   
 
Councilman DiGregorio – Is the $75,000 donation to North Penn 
Commons a one-time payment?  Could we spread that amount over three 
years?  
 
President Burnell – We can discuss that in two weeks. 
 

Code Enforcement Committee – Councilman Angelichio 
1. 3rd & Walnut Street apartments – the committee had a lengthy discussion 

with the residents in attendance regarding this project.  At this time the 
developer is still working on the conceptual plan.  The Planning Commission 
has not seen anything as far as land development to date.  That discussion 
took up their whole hour so other business will be discussed next month. 

 
Communication Commission – Councilwoman Hawkins Charlton 

1. AVT will be here tomorrow to measure Council Chambers for equipment 
installation.  Comcast installed their equipment today.  Staff should start 
training on the equipment in the end of November.  

 
Economic Development Committee – Councilman Van Dame 

1. Two new businesses in the Borough last month were Envision Wealth 
Advisors, LLC in Pennbrook Parkway and Timeless Styles on Walnut Street. 

2. The Committee is looking at possibly having a mobile App for the Borough 
that businesses could participate in.  

3. The EDC Community Task Force met this month and Boardroom Spirits 
attended the meeting and spoke about their business.  

 
Electric Committee – Councilman DiGregorio 

1. Motions to appear before Council at the next business: 

 Final Payment in the amount of $112,200 for the Lion Switch gear. 
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2. LED Streetlight project – Borough staff approved the LED samples that will 
be used in our current fixtures.  

3. Next Era Energy is impressed with the Borough’s GIS mapping system for 
the Electric Department and they invited our team to showcase the program 
at their annual conference in Florida.   

4. Capital items that were discussed for the department are a rear yard 
machine, electric meters and two more breakers for the Main Substation.  

5. Two-day meter safety class with AMP will be held in Council Chambers on 
November 14 & 15.  Participants are from the Borough and other area 
electric municipalities.  

6. The cost of transmission of electric into the Borough will rise 3.3% in 2017.  
The Borough will absorb the extra cost.  
 

Library Committee – Vice President Fuller 
1. No Report – A Board meeting was held earlier this evening.  

 
Parks and Recreation Committee – Vice President Fuller  

1. Upcoming events in the Borough: 

 Tree Lighting and Santa House – December 2 

 TubaChristmas – December 4 

 Charlie Brown Christmas concert at Penndale Middle School– 
December 19 

 Menorah Lighting – December 26 (This date was picked by the 
group running the ceremony). 

2. The Zombie Walk starts at 6:30 pm in Century Plaza on November 4.  
3. Maintenance activities are taking place in the parks and pools to get ready 

for winter. The GIS Department mapped the drainage system in the parks. 
4. 2016 has exceeded revenue to date.  Staff is working on the 2017 budget.  
5. Liberty Bell Trail update – Jim Moulton has signed the agreement for the five 

foot buffer zone between the trail and the Andale Green Development 
property.  Now the project will move to the final design stage.  We hope to 
start this project late this year.  

6. Memorial Park Grandstand update – The department sent notification to all 
user groups that all of their equipment and other items must be removed 
from the storage areas so that contractors will have access to the area.  

7. Penndale students participated in “”A Day of Caring and did work in White’s 
Road Park and Wissahickon Creek Park.  

8. Discussion about park bench plaques in the memory of loved ones; staff is 
researching option on how this could be done. 

9. North Penn Valley Softball wants to do improvements to Schweiker Park 
softball fields.  They are thinking of adding an indoor facility for training.  A 
formal request has not yet been submitted. 

10. The committee is talking about adding Mommy and Me Markets to the parks 
in 2017.   

11. Skate Park – a public meeting was held on October 24 to discuss the skate 
park and the 4th Street Park location.  Residents that attended the 
committee meeting tonight were invited to attend other meetings and share 
their concerns and ask questions. 
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Public Safety Committee – Councilman Work 
1. Motions to appear before Council at the next business meeting: 

 Approve ordinance for special events held in the Borough.  
2. The committee discussed commercial vehicle parking on Borough streets.  

They need all of Council’s input, specifically the commercial vehicle criteria 
so staff and the Solicitor can work on updating the current ordinance.  

3. The committee denied a request for a stop sign at the corners of Line and 
Sixth Streets.  A stop sign in that area will not meet PennDOT’s 
requirements.  

4. An Executive Session was held related to a personnel matter. 
 

Councilwoman Hawkins Charlton – Isn’t here a stop sign at Line and 5th 
Streets? 
 
Councilman Work – Yes.  

 
Public Works Committee – President Burnell 

1. Motions to appear before Council at the next business meeting: 

 Award the bid for the Leaf/Refuse collection for Borough owned 
properties for a one year contract in the amount of $51,600. 

 Approve the purchase of a replacement crane truck for WWTP in the 
amount of $71,000. 

 Award the bid for high calcium hydrated lime in the amount of 
$18,600. 

 Award the bid for aluminum chloride in the amount of $31,500. 
2. SJM Construction was given notice to proceed with work on Crestview 

Drive.  
3. Patch Paving – We are waiting to get on PK Moyer’s schedule.  
4. The wayfinding sings to direct pedestrians away from the bridge on Knapp 

Road to the bridge that goes through Wissahickon Park to cross to Knapp 
Elementary school are on order.  

5. WWTP – the inspection at Merck went well.  The TMDL Alternative meeting 
was attended by Dan Shinskie and Chris Kunkel.  Council members are 
encouraged to attend and participate in the process.  

6. North Penn Water Authority is doing a line remediation on North Cannon 
Avenue.  

 
Agenda Item #6 – Announcements 
Vice President Fuller – The deadline to have a tree at the Christmas Tree Display 
is coming up.  This year the trees will be at 209 W. Main Street, the former Tabora 
Farms store.  There will be a soft opening on November 16 before the Mardi Gras 
Parade and the official opening will be December 2 before the Borough’s Tree 
Lighting. Discover Lansdale is having a public meeting on November 14th.  They will 
have the Freight Station open to the public from 6:30 to 7:00pm and then meet in 
Council Chambers to talk about ideas for the Freight Station.  They would like 
public opinion too.  
 
President Burnell – At the business meeting Discover Lansdale and the Fairmount 
Fire Company will present to Council their finances since the Borough supports, in 
some way, both organizations financially.   
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Councilman Angelichio – Make sure you get to the Santa House this year.   
 
Agenda Item #7 – Public Comment 
Mr. Schoonover of 341 E. Sixth St – He is opposed to the Skate Park in the 4th 
Street Park.  It shouldn’t be in the middle of a residential neighborhood. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:09pm  


